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EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Year  ended  .‘Hst  December,  1951 


Easinoton, 

Co.  Durham, 

1952. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  ])leasnre  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Ke])ort  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year  1951. 

Dr.  E.  E.  Dawson-Walker,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
since  1945,  left  the  service  of  the  Council  in  August  and,  in  the 
last  week  of  that  month,  1 commenced  duty  as  your  tem])orary 
Medical  Officer. 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  department  during  the  year  is 
described  in  the  various  sections  of  the  report  and  the  final  section, 
which  relates  to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  lns]:)ector’s  de])artment, 
has  been  contri})uted  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  lns])ector. 

The  main  ])oints  of  interest  contained  in  the  body  of  the  report 
are  summarised  in  this  introductory  letter  with  brief  comment 
where  necessary. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

This  heading  includes  the  figures  or  rates  which  allow  a com- 
parison to  be  made  between  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
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district  in  different  years  and  the  Jiealth  of  the  country  as  a whole. 
Tliey  include  the  birth  rate,  the  general  death  rate,  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  and  the  maternal  mortality  rate. 

Birth  Bate 

The  figure  of  18-0  per  1,000  of  the  po])ulation  shows  a slight 
tlecline  on  that  of  18*8  for  1050,  which  in  turn  was  below  that  of 
19-6  for  1949.  It  remains,  however,  higher  than  the  rate  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales  as  a whole  (15-5)  and  the  rate  for  the  148  smaller 
towns  (16-7). 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  decline  from  the  high  figures  of 
the  ])ost  war  years  continues,  the  fertility  of  the  district  remains 
at  a relatively  high  level. 

General  Death  Rate 

The  figure  for  the  general  death  rate  was  ll-b  ])er  1,000  of 
the  ])0])ulation,  an  increase  of  1-2  on  that  for  1950  which  was 
10*4.  It  com])ares  favourably,  however,  with  that  of  12-5  for 
England  and  Wales. 

It  shoidd  be  recorded  that,  on  the  29th  May,  an  underground 
explosion  at  Easington  Colliery  was  res])onsible  for  tragic  loss  of 
life.  81  miners  and  two  rescue  workers  died  in  the  disaster  and 
of  this  number  79  of  the  deaths  were  assignable  to  this  district 
for  statistical  ])ur])oses.  This  has  resulted  in  an  increased  death 
rate  of  a])])roximately  one  ])er  1 ,000  whereas,  but  for  this  serious 
occurrence,  the  rate  might  have  been  merely  a fraction  higher 
than  that  for  1950. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  children  under 
one  Year  of  age  who  die  out  of  everv  1 ,000  live  births,  and  is  a 
factor  of  considerable  im])ortance  in  assessing  the  general  health 
of  the  district. 

The  rate  for  this  area  in  1951  was  39*5,  a decrease  of  almost  10 
on  the  figure  for  1950  which  was  49-2.  It  still  compares  unfavour- 
ably with  that  of  29*6  for  England  and  Wales,  and  it  also  remains 
above  the  figure  for  London  and  the  large  towns  which  was  83 -9. 

Out  of  a total  of  58  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  40  (69%) 
occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  a neo-natal  mortality  rate 
of  27  • 2 per  1 ,000  live  births.  In  20  of  these  prematurity  was  given 
as  the  primary  cause  of  death  and  in  two  as  a contributory  cause. 
For  the  second  consecutive  year  there  were  three  deaths  from 
diarrhoea  and  enteritis  in  children  under  two  years  of  age. 

Whilst  there  is  little  reason  for  complacence  it  is  comforting  to 
be  able  to  report  a substantial  decrease  of  almost  10  per  1,000  in 
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the  infantile  mortality  rate  as  compared  with  only  a fractional 
decline  in  the  national  ligure.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  disturbing 
to  record  an  increase  in  the  neo-natal  mortality  rate  for  the 
district,  which  is  8*4  per  1,000  higher  than  the  national  rate  of 
18*8  per  1,000  related  live  birtlis. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Three  maternal  deaths,  all  due  to  “ other  causes,”  were  recorded 
during  the  year  giving  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  1-00.  This 
figure,  contrasted  with  the  national  hgure  of  *70,  cannot  })e 
regarded  as  satisfactory. 

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

A scrutiny  of  the  table  giving  tlie  individual  causes  of  death 
shows  that  heart  disease  retains  its  ])osition  at  the  head  of  the 
list  with  cancer  second  and  diseases  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the 
brain  third.  The  explosion  at  Easington  Colliery,  to  which 
reference  is  made  under  the  heading  “ (Jeneral  Death  Rate,”  was 
res})onsible  for  raising  the  number  of  deaths  classilied  ‘'all  other 
accidents”  to  105.  This  group,  with  over  1 1 % of  the  total  deaths 
in  the  district  during  the  year,  claims  fourth  ])lace  in  the  chief 
causes  of  death.  Bronchitis  and  pneumonia  come  lifth  with 
tuberculosis  (all  forms)  sixth  and  the  grou])  com})rising  diseases 
of  early  infancy  and  congenital  malformation  seventh. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  statistics  for  tliis  disease  are  set  out  and  summarised  in  the 
relevant  section  of  the  rc])ort. 

There  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of 
both  })ulmonary  and  non-j)ulmonary  forms  of  the  disease.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  the  ])ulmonary  form  was  slightly  lower 
than  in  1950  and  the  mortality  rate  of  the  district  com])ares 
favourably  with  that  for  Englajid  and  Wales.  Whih?  it  is  gratifying 
to  record  the  continued  im])rovement  in  the  ])ulmonary  rate,  the 
increase  in  the  non-pulmonary  rate  from  0*05b  per  1,000  in  1950 
to  0'049  should  not  be  overlooked. 

Of  the  60  milk  samples  submitted  during  the  year  to  biological 
examination  for  tubercle  bacilli  56  were  negative  and  four  incon- 
clusive. Last  year  4*4%  of  samples  submitted  were  ])ositive. 

A Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Easington  from  20th  Febru- 
ary to  2nd  March,  1951,  and  met  with  a satisfactory  response, 
1,408  persons  coming  forward  for  X-ray.  A further  visit  to  Easing- 
ton in  July  proved  less  successful,  with  only  527  persons  attending. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  iiotiheations  of  these  diseases  are  set  out  in  Table  8.  The 
incidence  of  scarlet  fever  increased,  lU)  cases  being  notified  as 
compared  with  8i)  in  1950  and  103  in  1949.  There  were  again  no 
deaths  from  tiiis  disease. 


Di])htheria  notilications  numbered  23  as  against  39  in  1950 
and  12  in  1949.  ISot  one  of  these  23  notilications  was  subsequently 
contirmed.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that,  in  a district  with  a 
po])ulation  of  nearly  82,000,  not  a single  case  of  diphtheria  has 
occurred  during  the  year. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles,  1,222 
being  notihed  as  against  1,002  in  1950,  and  there  were  two  deaths 
from  this  disease. 


Whooping  cough  notilications  numbered  155,  a decrease  of  47 
from  the  ligure  for  1950  which  was  202.  There  was,  however, 
one  death  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Tliere  were  10  notilications  of  meningococcal  infection  during 
the  year,  but  only  one  of  these  cases  on  investigation  was  subse- 
quently conlirmed. 

Although  there  were  30  })rovisional  notifications  of  acute 
])olioniyelitis  in  the  administrative  county  during  the  year  this 
district  was  entirely  free  from  the  disease. 

Three  cases  of  ])araty])hoid  B.  fever  were  reported  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  were  fully  investigated.  They  occurred  at 
Easington,  Murton  and  Horden  in  children  aged  six  years  and 
five  years  and  an  infant  of  three  months,  but  in  spite  of  many 
enquiries  tlie  source  of  infection  could  not  be  ascertained. 

Of  the  four  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  the  year 
three  were  subsecpiently  confirmed.  In  each  case  the  illness  was 
confined  to  a single  member  of  a household  and  enquiries  failed 
to  reveal  the  cause  of  the  infection. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Statistics  which  have  been  extracted  from  the  quarterly 
reports  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  set  out  in 
the  body  of  the  report.  It  is  observed  with  some  concern  that 
there  is  a serious  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  who  com- 
pleted a full  course  of  primary  immunisation  in  both  under  five 
and  five  to  fourteen  age  groups.  As  compared  with  a total  of 
1,214  in  1950  only  788  children  completed  such  a course  during 
the  past  year,  a decrease  of  35%.  The  number  of  children  given  a 
reinforcing  injection  decreased  by  13%. 
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It  is  recorded  under  the  preceding  heading  that  there  was  not 
a single  case  of  true  diphtheria  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
When  such  a satisfactory  position  is  compared  with  that  of  the 
five  years  1935  to  1939,  when  3,379  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notihed  resulting  in  152  deaths,  the  need  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
high  degree  of  immunity  in  the  district,  especially  in  the  above 
two  age  groups,  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised.  Such  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  children  immunised  when  the  birth  rate 
for  the  district  shows  no  ai)preciable  change  can  only  be  descril)ed 
as  dangerous. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

During  the  year  talks  on  health  and  hygiene,  aided  l)y  stri}) 
films,  were  given  by  my  jiredecessor  to  Parent-Teaclier  Associ- 
ations at  Hawthorn  and  Easington  Colliery  and  to  the  Easington 
Village  Women’s  Institute.  Over  150  people  attended  the  Easing- 
ton Colliery  meeting  and  about  100  women  were  ])resent  at  the 
institute  mtHding. 


WATER 

Routine  samples  of  ])i])ed  water  su})])ly  have  been  taken  at 
various  ])oints  in  the  district  throughout  tlie  year  and  submitted 
to  bacteriological  examination.  Out  of  03  such  sam])les  10  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  ])rom])t  action  was  taken  in  each 
case  by  the  water  undertaking  concerned  to  remedy  tlie  matter. 
Further  details  regarding  the  water  su])])ly  of  the  district  will  be 
found  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Ins])ector’s  section  of  the  re])ort. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  section  of  the  re])ort  dealing  with  the  environmental 
services  has  been  contributed  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Ins])ector, 
and  with  it  is  included  a section  dealing  with  matters  such  as 
water  supply  and  sewerage  contributed  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  and  one  covering  ])ublic  cleansing  by  the  Cleansing 
Superintendent.  The  section  contains  much  of  interest  and, 
since  the  contents  do  not  allow  of  easy  summary,  it  should  be 
read  as  a whole. 


STAFF 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  the  department  lost  the 
services  of  its  two  principal  officers.  Dr.  E.  F.  Dawson-Walker, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  resigned  his  appointment  on  the  10th 
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August  after  more  than  six  years’  service  to  take  up  a full  time 
post  with  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
Mr.  R.  R.  {Short,  8enior  {Sanitary  Inspector,  who  was  appointed  in 
1937,  resigned  on  the  loth  {September. 

Ministry  of  Health  sanction  was  obtained  for  the  appointment 
of  a temporary  Medical  Ohicer  of  Health  and,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  IMr.  {Short,  the  Council  appointed 
Mr.  R.  H.  \b  W'arrand  {Senior  {Sanitary  lns])ector.  Mr.  Warrand 
had  been  a member  of  the  insjjectorial  staff  since  1943.  To  bring 
the  staff  of  inspectors  to  normal  complement  Mr.  R.  F.  Jones  was 
appointed  Additional  {Sanitary  Inspector  and  commenced  his 
duties  on  the  1st  November. 


CONCLUSION 

• 

From  a ])erusal  of  the  foregoing  paragraphs  and  the  figures 
contained  therein  it  will  be  seen  tliat  the  general  health  of  the 
area  can  be  said  to  have  been  satisfactory  in  1951 . 

A])art  from  the  continued  rise  in  the  incidence  of  measles  no 
major  epidemics  afflicted  the  district,  and  the  com})lete  absence 
of  any  })roved  case  of  di])htheria  is  indeed  noteworthy  when  it  is 
remembered  that,  up  to  a fev'  years  ago,  this  disease  caused  much 
suffering  and  many  deaths  in  our  villages. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate,  while  giving  no  cause  for  satisfac- 
tion when  compared  with  the  national  figure,  is  the  lowest  on 
record  for  the  Easington  Rural  District. 

One  cannot  make  reference  to  the  death  rate  for  the  year  1951, 
without  remembering  the  disaster  at  Easington  Colliery,  but  the 
suffering  which  this  tragic  occurrence  brought  to  the  district 
cannot  be  measured  by  statistical  detail. 

In  conclusion,  may  1 thank  the  Council  for  their  friendly 
support.  I wish  also  to  thank  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  their  co-o])eration  and  helpfulness  and  particularly  Mr. 
Warrand  and  Mr.  Branthwaite,  whose  able  and  willing  assistance 
I have  found  invaluable. 

I am,  IMr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  E.  D.  MILLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I. 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

• • • • • • 

• • • • 

34,653 

Registrar  General’s 

estimate  of  resident 

population 

year,  1951 

• • • • • • 

• • • • 

81,700 

Number  of  Hereditaments  on  81st  December,  1951 

according  to  the  Rate  Rooks  . . 

• • • • 

23,917 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1951) 

• • • • 

£326,924 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (1950-5 

1) 

£1,21(> 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births  :■ — ^Live  Births.  • 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

754 

688 

1442 

Illegitimate 

15 

11 

26 

769 

699 

1468 

Birth  Rate  ])er 

1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population 

. . 

. . 

17-97 

Stillbirths  : — 

Legitimate 

24 

12 

36 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

- 

25 

12 

37 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  births 

• • • • 

24-58 

Infantile  Mortality  : 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  : 

Legitimate 

35 

21 

56 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

9 

36 

22 

58 
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Infantile  Mortality  Rates 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live 
births,  30.51. 


Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  per  1 ,000 
legitimate  live  births,  38.83. 


Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births,  70.02. 


Male  Female  Total 


Deaths — 570  369  045 

Death  rate  ])er  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  })0])ulation  . . , . 11 .57 


Maternal  Deaths — 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

from  Sepsis  . . . . . . Nil 

from  Other  Causes  . . . . 3 

Total  . . . . . . 3 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


1.99 


TABLE  1.  DEATHS-  CAUSES  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 
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TABLE  2. 


Cancer 

Tlie  following  table  gives  the  deaths  from  Cancer,  in  age 
groups,  and  the  localisation  of  the  disease. 


■■■  ■ — ' ! 

Ages  in  Years 

1 

or; 

45 

65 

to 

to 

to 

to 

75 

Totals 

21 

44 

64 

74 

up 

Stomach 

1 

15 

8 

10 

34 

Lung  & Bronchus 

— 

1 

5 

3 

— 

9 

Breast 

— 

4 

7 

4 

1 

16 

Uterus 

— 

1 

3 

3 

1 

8 

Other  Causes 

1 

5 

25 

25 

22 

78 

1 

12 

55 

43 

34 

145 

TABLE  3. 

Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  Past  10  Years 


Year 

General 
Death  Rate 

Infantile 
Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1942 

10.8 

58.0 

19.8 

1943 

11.3 

75.3 

20.6 

1944 

10.6 

59.7 

22.2 

1945 

11.0 

54.1 

21.1 

1946 

10.1 

55.1 

21.9 

1947 

10.8 

63.1 

22.0 

1948 

9.9 

43.5 

21.1 

1949 

10.3 

48.3 

19.6 

1950 

10.4  . 

49.2 

18.3 

1951 

11.6 

39.5 

18.0 

General 

1951  Death  Rate 

England  & Wales  12.5 

Easington  Rural  District  11.6 


Infantile 
Death  Rate 
29.6 
39.5 


Birth  Rate 
15.5 
18.0 


Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  1951. 
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D’th  Rate  per 
1,000  Live 
Births. 

Total  Deaths 
(under  1 year) 

29.6 

1 

39.5 

j 

1 )iarrhoea  an  l 
Enteritis  (under 

2 years) 

r-H 

2.0 

oo 

GO 

Influenza 

CO 

0-1 

d 

o 

• 

d 

d 

c3 

o 

o 

3 

Ch 

Diphtheria 

o 

d 

o 

d 

o 

o 

o 

o 


u 

© 

a, 


© 


c3 

© 

Q 


c 

c 


Wliooping  Cough 


Pueumonia 


Tuberculosis 


s 

® 0-2 

a. 

o 


pp 


Smallpox 


'I’yphoid  and 
Paratyphoid 
Fevers 
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TABLK  5. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates 
(10  years) 


Year 

Births 

Easingtoii  H.  1). 

Inf.  Mortality  Rate 

Kiigland  & Wales 
Inf.  Mortality  Rate 

1942 

1488 

57.(1 

49 

1 948 

1 539 

75.3 

49 

1944 

1690 

59.7 

46 

1 945 

1627 

54.1 

46 

1940 

1751 

53.1 

43 

1947 

1759 

63.1 

41 

1948 

1722 

43.5 

34 

1 949 

1616 

18.3 

32 

1950 

1504 

49.2 

29.8 

1951 

1468 

39.5 

29  • 6 

TABLK  (). 

Death  Rates  (10  years) 


Year 

Deaths 

Kasingto!!  R.  I). 
Death  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Death  Rate 

1942 

808 

10.8 

11.6 

1 943 

850 

11.3 

12.1 

1944 

811 

10.6 

11.6 

1945 

848 

1 1 .0 

11.4 

1 946 

808 

10. 1 

11.5 

1947 

862 

10.8 

12.0 

1948 

809 

9.9 

10.8 

1919 

850 

10.3 

11.7 

1950 

857 

10.4 

11.6 

1 95 1 

945 

11.6 

12.5 

TABLE  7. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  of  Natural  Increase 
per  1,000  population. 

1942 

1488 

808 

8.4 

1943 

1 539 

850 

9.2 

1944 

1690 

811 

11.5 

1945 

1627 

848 

10.1 

1946 

1751 

808 

11. s 

1947 

1759 

862 

11.2 

1948 

1722 

809 

11.2 

1949 

1616 

850 

9.3 

1950 

1504 

857 

7.9 

1 95 1 

1468 

945 

6.4 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  1951 


Population  . . . . . . . . . . . . SI, 700 

Area  (acres)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 114,053 

Estimated  number  of  Hereditaments  . . . . . . 23,917 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1951)  . . . . . . £320,924 

Sum  produced  by  penny  rate  (1950-51)  . . . . £1,210 

Births  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,408 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  })0})ulation  17-97 
Deaths  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 945 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  })0{)ulation  IT 57 
Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  . . . . 39-51 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Clause 

> 

shim  her 

Perc('ntag('  ( 
fotal  (h'afh 

Diseases  of  the  heart  . . 

245 

25-92 

Cancer 

Diseases  of  the  veins  and  arteries  ( 

)f  the 

145 

15-34 

brain  . . 

129 

1 3 - 05 

All  other  accidents 

105 

11-11 

Bronchitis  and  pneumonia 

07 

7-09 

Tul)erculosis  (all  forms) 

24 

2-54 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 
Diseases  of  early  infancy,  and 

con- 

20 

2-12 

genital  malformations  under  1 

year 

9 

I -00 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease  Vases 

notified 

Measles  . . . . 1 222 

Whooping  Cough  . . 155 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  119 

Tul)erculosis  (all  forms)  70 

(new  cases) 

Diphtheria  . . . . 23 


Meningococcal  Infection  10 


XumlxT  Death  rate  per 

of  deaths  1 ,000  ])oj)ulation 

2 0-02 

] 0-01 

24  0-29 


influenza,  whicli  is  not  notifiable,  caused  23  deaths. 


+ + + 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified 
and  deaths  recorded  from  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  during 
the  past  five  years 


TABLE  9. 


Year 

Diphtl 

leria  i 

Scarlet  Fever 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1947 

105 

1 

385 

2 

1948 

50 

Nil 

403 

Nil 

1949 

12 

Nil 

103 

Nil 

1950 

39 

Nil 

89 

Nil 

1951 

23 

Nil 

1 19 

Nil 

TABLE  10. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

1951 


CASES 

Notified 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

1 

1 

TABLE  J l. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  main  jioints  of  iiitei'est  in  the  f()r(‘^()ing  tahl(‘S  ean  l){‘  l)riefly 
summarised  as  follows  : — 


The  number  of  scarlet  f(‘ver  notiheations  was  yr(nit(‘r  than  in 
the  j)revdons  year.  Tlier(^  werc^  I h)  notili(‘d  ease's  of  this  disc'ase' 
in  H)5I  as  eompai'ed  with  (S9  in  IDoO  and  lo.’l  in  1941).  Sj)or'adic 
oeami'red  throimhont  the  v(‘a]‘  and  tlnn-e*  was  no 


eases 


again 


n 


dehnite  ])ei-iod  of  increased  incidence. 


I )i})htlieria  notifications  niindx'red  lh‘1  as  conti-astexl  with  Ih)  in 
1950  and  12  in  1040.  XoiU'  of  tlu'sc'  20  notifications  was  snhse*- 
(|nently  confirmed. 


Tlu'  number  of  cases  of  nn'asles  showed  an  inciease',  1,222 
being  notified  as  against  1,002  in  1050  and  SOT  in  1040.  There' 
was  a he^avy  incielenea'  of  the  elisease  in  the'  last  six  me)nths  eif 
the  year,  elnring  which  jierioel  000  e*ases  were'  neitiheel. 


\\4ie)e)])ing  e'eiugh  neetiffe-atieens  nnmhereel  155  as  against  221  in 
1050.  There  was  eene  eleath  fi’eim  this  elise'ase'. 


Cases  e)f  erysi])elas  nnmhere'el  five,  a elee^re'ase'  e)f  seven  on  the' 
Hgiire  feir  last  year. 


There  were  10  neetiticatieins  of  meninge)e‘e)e'cal  infee-tieen  elin'ing 
the  year.  Only  eine  eef  these'  easels  was  suhseejue'ntly  e-e)nfirmeel. 

Xh)  cases  eef  acute  anterie)!'  ])e)lie)myelitis  were  re])e)rteel  elnring 
the  year.  In  1050  there  were'  IS  neetifie'atieens  eef  this  elise'ase'. 


Five  cases  eef  ])iie'r])eral  ])yre'xia  wei'e'  neititieel  as  e*e)m])are*el  with 
six  in 


There  wei'e  three  exase's  eef  ])aT'aty])he)iel 


B.  fe'ver  in  the'  elisti'ict 


elnring  the  year. 

Four  cases  of  feieiel  ])e)ise)ning  we're  ne)tifie'el,  thre'e'  e)f  whie'h  we'i-e' 
cemfirmed. 

Neitificatieens  eif  ])nlme)nai‘y  tnhercnleisis  nnmbe'reel  50,  a eh'e-re'ase' 
e)f  27  on  the  figure  feir  1050  anel  15  less  than  that  feir  1040. 

Five  cases  of  elysentei’y  were  notifieel  elnring  the'  ye'ar,  anel  feeur 
of  these  were  confirmeel. 


SECTION  III. 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  FOR  RECENT  YEARS. 
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TABLE  16. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  25  years,  during  the  past  10  years. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Percentage  of 
Total  Pulmon- 
ary Deaths 

1942 

6 

9 

15 

54% 

1943 

9 

7 

16 

43% 

1944 

1 

4 

5 

21% 

1945 

3 

8 

11 

31% 

1946 

3 

3 

6 

25% 

1947 

5 

11 

16 

48% 

1948 

3 

4 

7 

24% 

1949 

‘) 

5 

7 

22% 

1950 

1 

1 

2 

9% 

1951 

1 

o 

3 

15% 

TABLE  17. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  during  the  past  five  years — the  figures  in 
parenthesis  indicating  deaths  occurring  in  previously  notified 
cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

YEAR 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1947 

13  ( 9) 

20  (20) 

33  (29) 

9 (7) 

6 (5) 

15  (12) 

1948 

15  (15) 

14  (13) 

29  (28) 

6 (2) 

3 (2) 

9 -4) 

1949 

20  (20) 

12  (11) 

32  (31) 

6 (6) 

2 (-) 

8 (6) 

1950 

14  (12) 

8 ( 8) 

22  (20) 

2 (2) 

1 (1) 

3 (3) 

1951 

13  ( 5) 

7 ( 7) 

20  (12) 

1 (-) 

3 (2) 

4 (2) 

Totals 

75  (61) 

61  (59) 

136  (120) 

24  (17) 

15  (10) 

39  (27) 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  main  points  of  interest  in  the  foregoing  tables  can  be 
summarised  as  follows  : — 

Fifty-nine  new  cases  of  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year,  26  of  whom  were  males  and  311  females. 
This  was  a decrease  of  27  u})on  the  figure  for  1950  which  was  86, 
made  up  of  41  males  and  45  females. 

New  notifications  of  the  non-])ulmonary  form  of  the  disease 
numbered  11,  a decrease  of  seven  upon  the  figure  for  1950. 

The  deaths  from  the  ])ulnionary  form  of  the  disease  showed  a 
decrease  from  22  in  1950  to  20,  while  in  the  non-})ulmonary  form 
the  number  of  deaths  was  four  as  against  three  in  1950. 

The  number  of  new  cases  among  females  in  the  15  to  35  age 
group  formed  62-5%  of  all  new  female  cases. 

The  mortality  rate  for  the  district  for  the  res})iratory  form  of 
the  disease  in  1951  was  0-24  per  1,000  of  the  ])0})ulation,  which 
is  slightly  less  than  the  figure  of  0-27  ])er  1,000  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole.  The  mortality  rate  for  the  district  in  the  non- 
pulmonary  type  of  the  disease  was  0*049  j)er  1,000  as  comj)ared 
with  the  national  rate  for  1951  of  0*041  ])er  1,000. 
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SECTION  V 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Eeport  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
'To  the  Medieal  Officer  of  Healtli 


Sir 


1 liave  j)leasure  in  siiliiuittin^  a r(>])()rt  of  the  woi’k  uiidertakeii 
hy  inv  section  of  the  depai’tnient  dni’ing  tliC!  year  1951. 

In  September  Mi'.  R.  K.  Sliort,  wJio  liad  been  the  (^ouncirs 
Senior  Sanitai'y  Inspector  since  May,  194<S,  and  a Sanitary  In- 
s])ector  witli  this  Authority  since  1997,  resigiKnl  his  a])])ointment. 
On  my  promotion  to  Scmior  Sanitary'  Inspector  it  was  necessary 
to  bring  tlie  staff  to  full  complement,  and  Mr.  Ih  F.  9 ones  was 
ap])ointed  and  commenc(‘d  duty  in  the  dojiartment  on  1st  Nov- 
ember. 


Housing  duties  still  claim  a good  pi'oportion  of  the  ins])ectors’ 
time,  and  statutory  duties  under  the  various  Acts  and  Orders 
have  received  full  attention  as  will  be  observed  in  the  body  of  the 
re])ort.  S])ecial  reference  has  been  made  to  food  hygiene  in  res])ect 
of  ])reparation,  storage  and  distribution. 

1 am  grateful  for  the  ready''  hel])  and  loyalty  of  my  colleagues 
in  the  Health  I)e])artment  and  for  the  co-o])eration  1 have  received 
from  the  chief  officers  of  the  various  de])artnients. 


1 am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  E.  V.  WARRANT, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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VVatek  Supply 

Water  undertakings  su])plying  the  District  are  : — 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  W ater  (Jonipany. 
Durham  County  Water  Board. 

Whngate  and  District  W ater  Comjiany. 

The  National  Coal  Board. 

Easington  Rural  District  Council. 


With  the  exception  of  a j}ortion  of  the  su})j)ly  delivered  by 
Durham  County  Water  Board  all  water  is  produced  from  deej) 
wells  and  is  either  chlorinated  at  the  source  or  at  an  intermediate 
storage  })oint.  All  sam])les  were  taken  after  such  treatment. 


Sixty-tlu’ee  sam})les  of  mains  water  w(M’(‘  taken  from  ])ublic 
stand  })ipes  or  consumei's’  ])remises  and  submittcnl  for  bacterio- 
lo<rical  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Lal)oratorv,  Newcastle- 
u])on-Tyne.  'hen  of  th(^s(‘  were  found  to  l)e  unsatisfactory,  six  in 
i‘es})ect  of  organic  adulteration  and  foui‘,  from  the  'I'rimdoii 
Station  area,  by  organisms  of  faecal  origin.  In  tlie  case  of  the 
former  flusliing  of  mains  ])roved  elfectivt^  and  as  r(‘ga.rds  the 
latter  contact  was  made  with  the  water  undertaking  concerjied 
who  stated  that  work  was  ])roceeding  on  the  covering  of  tliose 
reservoirs  situated  nearest  to  ])opulated  areas,  and  further  that 
w'ork  would  be  carried  out  on  the  covering  of  all  open  r(;sei  voirs 
used  for  tlie  immediate  service  of  the  localities  iji  whicli  thev  are 

t. 

placed. 


A ty])ical  analysis  of  a mains  su])])ly  is  as  follows  : — 


Chemical  Analysis  Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids  . . . . . . . . 462 

('hlorine  as  Chlorides  . . , . . . 50 

Chlorine  expressed  as  Sodium  Chloride  82 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . . . . . . 1 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  . . . . . . nil. 

Free  Ammonia  . . . . . . . . nil. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ..  ..  ..  0*015 

Alkalinity  (temporary  hardness)  . . ' 250 

Total  Hardness  . . . . . . . . 382 

Total  Hardness  (degrees)  ..  ..  26*8 

Susjiended  Matter  . . . . . . nil. 

Iron  . . . . . . . . . . nil. 

pH  Value  . . . . . . . . . . 7*4 


Bactertolooical  Examination 

Organisms  visible  on  agar  after  48  hours 
incubation  at  27°C. 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  1 , 10  and  100  ml. 


2 ]jer  ml. 
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Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number 
of  the  ])0|)ulation  su})plied  from  ])ublic  water  mains  (a)  direct  to 
lioijses  (b)  by  means  of  standpipes,  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


LOCALITY 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Estimated 

population 

Area 

in 

acres 

N umber 
of 

houses 
and  other 
premises 
with 
dwelling 
ac’m’dat’n 

No.  of 
Houses 
with 
mains 
supply 
direct 
to 

houses 

No.  of 
Houses 
with 
mains 
supply 
from 
stand 
pipes 

No.  of 
Houses 
without 
mains 
supply 

Burdon 

80 

1286 

24 

Seaton  witli 

Slingley 

452 

1392 

128 

167 

— 

Warden  Law 

51 

500 

15 

Castle  Eden 

324 

1542 

138 

132 

— 

6 

Cold  Hesledon 

1049 

1030 

284 

Dalton-le-Dale  . . 

754 

811 

241 

437 

88 

— 

Easington  with 

Thorpe 

11145 

3716 

3067 

3064 

— 

3 

Haswell  . . 

2801 

22 

— 

South  Hetton 

3403 

3766 

1798 

1612 

158 

6 

Hutton  Henry  . . 

582 

168 

20 

Station  Towui 

2524 

2016 

661 

736 

70 

3 

Hawthorn 

328 

1414 

139 

137 

— 

2 

Blackball 

7169 

1979 

Hesledens 

1487 

2654 

482 

2415 

46 

— 

Mur  ton  East 

9778 

1406 

2711 

2152 

557 

2 

Sheraton  with 

Hulam.  . 

151  • 

2346 

41 

18 

— 

23 

Nesbit 

8 

333 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Shotton  . . 

6972 

2270 

1878 

1867 

11 

— 

Horden 

15443 

2453 

4252 

4246 

— 

6 

Thornley 

4637 

1148 

1281 

1261 

20 

— 

Wingate  . . 

4285 

1224 

2 

Wheatley  Hill  . . 

6263 

4570 

1682 

3487 

14 

9 

Trimdon 

2008 

607 

1 

TOTALS  . . 

81700 

34653 

22803 

21734 

1009 

60 
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The  following  table  shows  the  principal  nuisances  dealt 
with  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 


Nature  of  Nuisance 

No. 

of 

Visits 

Notices  Served 

Nuisances 

Abated 

'Informal 

1 

Formal 

Foul  Conditions  

1 

1 

94 

! 

i 

j 24 

5 

Structural  Defects 

160 

! 81 

— 

74 

Ashpits  & Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and 

6 

6 

— 

2 

Manure 

43 

: IS 

— 

15 

Waterclosets 

79 

i 29 

24 

Defective  Yard  Paving 
House  Drainage — 

19 

‘ b 

3 

Defective  Traps 

21 

1 ^ 

, / 

6 

Other  Faults 

Water  Supply  (Defective 

1 93 

40 

37 

Fittings) 

75 

' 32 

— 

21 

Animals  improperly  kept 

23 

23 

— 

20 

Smoke  Nuisances 

70 

IS 

— 

9 

Other  Nuisances 

94 

14 

— 

11 

Rat  Infested  Premises 

219 

2 

— 

2 

Dustbins  

121 

61 

— 

35 

Public  Halls  & (hnemas 

17 

— 

— 

1 

Licensed  Premises 
Verminous  Premises — 

37 

1 

— 

1 

Council  Houses 

21 

1 

— 

— 

Private  Houses 
Infectious  Diseases 

25 

— 

— 

— 

Enquiries 

Infectious  Diseases 

391 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfections 

222 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

27 

— 

— 

— 

j 

1947 

363 

3 

266 
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Schools 

Schools  ill  the  district  wci'c  iiisjioctcHl  in  connection  with  closet 
accoininodation  and  washing  facilities,  and  althongli  in  certain 
cases  the  conveniences  ari';  far  from  ideal  in  (hssign  or  nninher 
there  was  no  question  of  gross  nuisance. 

Smoke  xAeatement  and  CIolliery  Spoii>banks 

'Inhere  has  Ix^en  no  material  changt^  in  the  position  as  descritx^d 
in  some  didail  in  jirevions  re])orts.  Periodic-  visits  in  companv 
with  the  Area  Insjiector  of  Alkali,  etc.  Works  of  the  ^Ministry  of 
Health  were  continued  to  all  collieries  dis])osing  of  wast('  on  the 
surface.  A ])ro])osal  to  utilise  the  old  (piarry  workings  has, 
unfortunately,  still  shown  no  visible  signs  of  inatei’ialising. 

During  the  year  two  com|)laints  arising  from  (unission  of  smokeg 
in  one  case  from  thc’  (chimney  of  a privati^  dwelling  and  in  anotluu- 
from  a factory  chimney,  were  invc^stigatial  and  nnnedial  measuriNS 
for  the  abatement  of  the*  nuisanc(\s  were  carricul  out  by  the 
owners. 

Movable  Dwellinos 

One  a])])lication  was  i-cn-eived  during  the  yeai’  for  a licence 
to  occiqiy  an  omnibus  body  for  dwelling  accommodation.  On 
ins])ection  it  was  decided  that  the  site  was  not  suitabh^  for  such 
jiurpose. 


Verminous  Premises. 

Twenty-four  Council  houses  and  1 1 ])rivate  lionses  wer(‘  disin- 
fested of  bed  bugs.  xA.ccoutd.s  were  rendered  in  the  case  of  all 
])rivately  owned  dwellings  to  cover  the  cost  of  tinu'  and  materials 
used. 

In  107  cases  of  infestation  of  hous(^  ])ro])erty  by  cockroaches 
advice  and  active  assistance  were  given. 


Disinfection  of  Premises. 

891  visits  and  re-visits  were  made  to  houses  during  the  year  in 
res])ect  of  infectious  disease  and  food  ])oisoning  eiupiiries  and  for 
the  ])ur])ose  of  disinfection  in  the  case  of  the  former.  Dne  school 
in  the  district  was  disinfected  during  the  Eastei’  vacation  following 
a re])ort  of  infectious  disease  among  several  of  the  scholars.  The 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  disiihected  following 
infections  disease  during  the  year  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

119 

Diphtheria 

!28 

Meningococcal  Infection 

10 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

2 

Dysentery 

5 

Tuberculosis  . . 

54 

Erysipelas 

5 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

222 
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Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  Etc. 

ni)  iiis])octi()ns  of  licensed  juemises  and  clubs. 

7 informal  notices  were  served  on  occupiers. 

4 outstanding  notices  were  complied  with. 

(Unemas  and  Public  Halls. 

Seventeen  ins])ections  were  made  in  res])ect  of  heating,  lightijig, 
ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation.  One  notice;  was  com])lied 
with. 

Rodent  Control. 

Phe  ])rovisions  of  the  Damage  ))y  Pests  Act,  1941),  which 
came  into  force  on  the  .‘list  March,  1950,  won'-  fully  ex])lained 
in  the  re])ort  for  that  year.  Co-o])eration  with  the  rc'igional 
office  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  has  hecui 
maintained. 

Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during 

the  financial  year  at  six-monthlv  intervals  and  a noticeable 

« «■ 

feature  in  the  work  was  the  (;onsiderable  reduction  in  the  number 
of  manholes  recpiiring  treatment.  The  ])ractice  was  continued  of 
engaging  two  rodent  labourers  in  a tem])orary  capacity  to  assist 
in  the  work. 

Complaints  of  infestation  by  rats  or  mice  were  confirmed  in 
140  cases.  Ten  infestations  wei'e  found  to  be  of  a major  chara(d(0‘ 
and  included  Council  tips  in  five  cases,  business  ])remises  in  thna*, 
a bakery  reservoir  and  a garden  allotment  area. 

SEWERS 


Maintonanco  Treatment 
(Year  Ending  151/11/52) 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

lle])ort  for  Year  Ended  dlst  December,  1951. 


Typk  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

1 

i 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

All  other 
(including 
Husiness 
and 

Industrial' 

Total 

1.  'FotuI  number  of  ])roperties 
in  Local  Authority’s  Dis- 
trict (Notes  1 and  2) 

31 

22004 

145 

1577 

23757 

II.  Number  of  ])ro]:)erties  in- 
.sj)ect(Hl  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority during  1951  as  a result 
(a)  of  notification  or  (b) 
otherwise  (Notes  1,  2 and  3) 

(a)  20 

1 

1 22 

- 

23 

165 

(b)  8 

— 

— 

8 

III.  Number  of  pro])erties  (under 
II)  found  to  be  infested  by 
rats  (Notes  1,  2 and  3)  . . 

Major  5 

— 

— 

3 

8 

IMinor  20 

71 

— 

9 

100 

IV.  Numbei’  of  pi-oporties  (under 
II)  found  to  bo  seriously 
infested  by  mice  (Notes  1, 

2 and  3)  ‘ 

3 

37 

7 

47 

V.  Number  of  infested  pro- 
perties (under  III  and  IV) 
treated  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority (Notes  L - iind  3)  . . 

28 

108 

19 

155 

Number  of  notices  .served 
under  {Section  4 : — 

( 1 ) Treatment 

___ 





_ 

(2)  Structural  Works 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

VII.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
defaidt  action  w'as  taken  by 
Local  Authority  following 
issue  of  notice  under  Section 

4 

VIII.  Legal  Proceedings 
(see  overleaf) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IX.  Number  of  “block”  control  schemes  carried  out — 6. 
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Notes. 

Note  1.  A property  means  a property  separately  entered  in  the  Valuation 
Roll  for  the  area. 

Note  2.  Coimcil  houses  should  be  included  under  Dwelling  Houses.  Premises 
used  by  Local  Authority  for  pui'])oses  of  trade  should  bo  included  under 
Business  or  Industrial  Promises.  Sowers  should  not  be  included.  Only  propoi'- 
tios  devoted  to  agricultural  or  horticidtural  production  should  1)0  included 
under  xA.gricultural  Properties.  Combined  dwelling  and  business  })romises 
whore  occupied  by  the  same  person  should  be  included  under  Business 
Premises  otherwise  they  should  be  entoi’cd  se})aratoly. 

Note  3.  II,  111,  IV  and  V in  each  case  relate  to  the  number  of  properties 
inspected  as  defined  in  Note  1 and  not  to  the  number  of  inspections,  inf€)stHtion 
or  treatments  at  each  property. 


Housing. 

A total  of  413  Council  Houses  was  ins])ectod  during  the  year 
either  on  the  occasion  of  the  houses  becoming  vacant  or  prior  to 
exchange.  The  general  contlition  of  the  ])ro})erty  was  invariably 
reported  and  both  the  Surve\'or  and  the  Accountant  informed  of 
details  of  disrepair.  xA.  valuaitle  o})])ortunity  is  giveti  mider  this 
system  of  insjtection  prior  to  exchanges  Iteing  conlirmed  to  recom- 
mend refusal  where  a liouse  is  observed  to  be  wilfully  neglected. 


Fifty-seven  applications  for  Council  houses  were  investigated 
by  the  J)istrict  Jns])ectors.  Ke])orts  on  the  living  conditions  and 
circumstances  of  the  a])])licants  were  ])re])ared  and  forwarded  to 
local  members  for  their  information  and  consideration. 


Inspections  and  Notices  undeii  the  Housing  Act,  193b 

Number  of  visits  and  re-visits 
Number  of  informal  notices  served 
Number  of  statutory  notices  served 
Number  of  notices  complied  with 


1,927 

192 

3b 

147 


Factory  Act,  1937. 

During  the  year  254  ins])ections  of  ])remises  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act  were  made,  ])rincipally  in  connection 
with  sanitary  accommodation,  and,  in  those  factories  where 
mechanical  power  is  not  em])loyed  to  ensure  adecjuate  liglvting, 
ventilation,  heating,  general  cleanliness  and  ])revention  of  over- 
crowding in  workrooms. 

Informal  action  to  remedy  defects  was  taken  on  24  occasions 
with  a satisfactory  conclusion  during  the  year  in  15  instances. 


36 


37 


38 


►Shops  Act,  1950. 

This  Act  consolidates  the  Sho2)S  Act  1912 — 1938.  The  functions 
of  the  District  Council  are  unchanged  and  limited  to  administering 
those  sections  relating  to  ])rovision  and  maintenance  of  sanitary 
conveniences,  ventilation  and  temperature. 

llegular  inspections  of  sliop  premises  were  maintained  through- 
out the  year  and  iiiformal  action  in  res2)ect  of  minor  faults  was 
successful  in  all  cases.  Formal  action  was  taken  against  one 
trader  re(piiring  him  to  ])rovide  suitable  and  sulHcient  sanitary 
accommodation  for  the  use  of  ])ersons  em])loyed  in  tlie  shojn 

Xo  a2)2)lication  was  received  during  the  year  for  certihcates  of 
exeni2)tion  in  res])ect  of  the  2)rovision  of  sanitary  conveniences. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Section  47  of  this  Act  gives  local  authorities  jiowers  to  enable 
them  to  deal  with  certain  cases  of  ])ersons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention  which  they  are  unable  to  ])rovide  for  themselves  and 
are  not  receiving  from  other  ])eo])le.  The  National  Assistance 
(Amendment)  Act,  1951,  which  came  into  o^^eration  on  Se})tember 
1st  of  the  year  under  review,  enables  local  authorities  to  remove 
without  delay  under  Section  47  of  the  Act  of  1948,  2)ersons  in 
need  of  care  and  attention. 

During  the  year  this  de2)artment  was  able  to  obtain  necessary 
care  and  attention  for  five  persons.  Three  of  the  cases  were 
admitted  to  local  health  authority  (Durham  County  Council) 
establishments  at  Cambridge  House,  Barnard  Castle  ; Heath 
House,  Houghton-le-S})ring  and  Seaton  Holme,  Easington  Village. 
The  remaining  two  were  found  to  need  hospital  care  and  attention. 
They  became  the  res})onsibility  of  the  Regional  Hos})ital  Board 
and  were  admitted  to  the  General  Hos|)ital,  Sunderland. 

Despite  the  fact  that  demand  tor  accommodation  under  the 
Act  greatly  exceeds  that  available  to  both  the  health  authority 
and  the  hospital  board,  recpiests  from  this  department  have  been 
given  every  consideration  and  attention. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Meat. 

Slaughtering  continued  to  be  concentrated  at  the  Ministry 
controlled  abattoir  at  Station  Town  during  the  year.  The  total  of 
16,423  animals  slaughtered  shows  an  overall  increase  of  104  when 
compared  with  tlie  ])revious  year,  and  there  was  an  increase  of 
119  casualties  received  at  the  abattoir. 

During  peak  slaughtering  periods  the  accommodation  and 
facilities  were  taxed  beyond  all  reasonable  limits  with  consecpient 
unavoidable  difficulties  in  slaughtering  jjrocedure  and  handling  of 
carcases  and  offal. 

Arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  continued  during 
the  year  for  dis})osal  of  unsound  meat,  under  guarantee  that  it  be 
not  used  for  human  consum])tion.  Such  meat  and  offal  is  stained 
before  removal  for  conversion  into  industrial  and  commercial 
])roducts,  and  consequently  there  is  a minimum  waste  and 
reduced  ])ossibility  of  any  nuisance  of  a ])ublic  health  nature. 

Reference  to  the  detailed  survev  of  condemnations  will  show 
that  tuberculosis  continues  to  be  the  most  common  disease  of 
cattle  and  is  responsible  for  more  loss  than  all  other  diseases 
combined  whilst  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  due  to  the  fluke  “Distomium 
Hepaticum”  continues  to  account  for  heavy  condemnations. 

Stock  slaughtered,  the  incidence  of  disease,  and  com])arative 
figures  of  condemnation  during  j)ast  years  follow  in  tabular  form 
for  convenience  in  reference. 


Other  Foods 

No  a])])reciable  change  has  taken  ])lace  iji  the  examination  of 
other  foods.  lns])ectors  are  requested  to  issue  condemnation 
certificates  as  su])})orting  evidence  in  traders’  claims  against 
su})pliers  and,  as  previously  re])orted,  these  certificates  are 
acce])ted  without  question  by  the  su])])liers. 

No  case  of  salvaged  foods  was  re])orted  to  the  Ministry  during 
the  vear,  and  there  was  a reduction  of  almost  360  stones  in  the 
weight  of  other  foods  condemned  as  com])ared  with  the  previous 
year. 
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Provisions,  Fish,  etc..  Condemned  as  being  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  year,  1951. 
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Total  iveight 
condemned 

of  Meat  and  Edible  Offal 

• • ••  ••  •• 

4,067  sts. 

11  lbs 

Total  weight 
condemned 

of  Tinned  Foods,  etc.. 

607 

sts. 

13  lbs 

Total  Weight 

4,675 

sts. 

10  lbs 

= 29  Tons,  4 cwts.,  3 sts.,  10  lbs. 

M'eight  of  Meat 

and 

Year  ending 

Other 

Foods  Condemned 

31st  December 

tons. 

cwts. 

sts. 

lbs. 

1937  .. 

4 

13 

1 

1 

1938  .. 

2 

1 

6 

3 

1 939  . . 

3 

16 

5 

13 

1 940  . . 

21 

1 

3 

0 

1941 

17 

12 

5 

o 

1942  .. 

11 

3 

4 

7 

1943  . . 

18 

12 

4 

n 

1 944  . . 

21 

4 

4 

li 

1 945  . . 

25 

11 

1 

101 

1 946  . . 

23 

1 

0 

5-3- 

'^4 

1947  .. 

29 

13 

0 

5-] 

1 948  . . 

30 

3 

/ 

H 

1 949  . . 

24 

18 

3 

10| 

1 950  . . 

33 

3 

6 

lOJ 

1951 

29 

4 

o 

10 

Public  Health 

(^Ieat)  Regulations,  1924 

The  two  vehicles  used  for  the  tT’ans])ort  of  meat  from  the 
abattoir  were  frequently  examined  ])rior  to  loading  and  generally 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition.  During  the  year  new 
washable  cloaks  and  capes  were  issued  to  the  meat  carriers. 


Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894 — 1909. 

No  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  swine  fever,  anthrax,  etc.,  were 
confirmed  during  the  year. 


Slauchtek  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

As  far  as  it  is  ])racticable,  in  view  of  the  limited  accommodation 
and  facilities  at  the  abattoir,  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
any  unnecessary  suffering  by  the  animals.  All  are  mechanically 
stunned  before  slaughter. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  to  persons 
authorising  them  to  slaughter  animals  in  a slaughter  house  or 
knackers  yard  was  nine,  including  eight  renewals.  This  brings 
the  total  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  district  to  62. 


Carcases,  Organs  and  Edible  Offal  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  year  1951. 


Carcases,  etc. 

Lungs  (Sets) 

Hearts 

Kid- 

neys 

Livers 

Heads  & 
Tongues 

Sets 

Stomachs 

and 

Intestines 

Fat 

Udd’rs 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Pig 

Ox 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Pig 

Ox 

Ox 

Cow 

Pig 

Abscesses 

2c 

149 

2 

2 

Aspirations 

16 

Bacilliary  Necrosis 

3 

Bruising  and  Injury 

2c + 17  sts. 

9 st. 

Capilliary  Angioma 

16 

Cirrhosis 

342 

2 

Congestion 

7 

6 

1 

Cystic  Conditions 

234 

2 

27 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

2 

1 

Decomposition 

8 sts. 

7c 

Ic 

Degeneration 

1 

2 

Distomatosis 

67 

Emaciation  &/or  Oedema 

7c 

3o 

Immaturity  . . 

2c 

Jaundice 

2c 

Lipoma 

2 sts. 

Mastitis 

37 

1 

Nephritis 

14 

Pericarditis  {Including  Septic  & Traiimatic) 

Peritonitis 

3 

5 

Pleurisy 

4 

Pneumonia  (Gangrenous) 

Ic 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

1 

Pyaemia 

2c 

2c 

Ic 

Septic  Conditions 

3o 

4c 

12c 

Tuberculosis  . . 

16c  + 20sts. 

l + 3c 

Ic 

213 

3 

2 

7 

30 

2 

81 

3 

45 

17 

5 

"C"  indicates  Casualty  Animal. 
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Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

No  cows  were  received  at  the  abattoir  during  the  year  under 
the  above  Order. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

All  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold  were  visited 
frequently  during  the  year  with  the  threefold  object  of  securing 
structural  repairs  to  premises  where  needed,  striving  by  any 
mixture  of  persuasion  and  warning  to  attain  in  those  ])remises  a 
satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  and  urging  tliose  })ersons  in 
charge  of  such  establishments  to  insist  on  the  highest  ])ossible 
standard  of  personal  hygiene  in  their  respective  staffs.  It  is  not 
surprising  to  find  that  those  who  best  aj)})reciate  the  importance  of 
personal  hygiene  invariably  have  the  cleanest  })remises,  whilst 
those  most  in  need  of  a little  forcible  ])ersuasion  frequently  avoid 
the  rightful  consequences  of  their  attitude  because  of  an  irritating 
vagueness  in  the  law.  Section  13  of  the  Act,  by  virtue  of  which  so 
much  is  attem])ted  and  done,  recpiires  not  a constant  su])])ly  of 
hot  and  cold  water  in  the  ])remises  but  only  a sufficient  su])])ly  in, 
or  within  reasonable  distance  of,  the  room.  Such  wording,  how- 
ever necessary  to  the  legislators,  is  a constant  source  of  frustration 
to  ail}'  ])erson  charged  witli  administering  the  section. 

In  the  rural  district  regular  ins])ections  contijiue  to  be  made  of 
all  premises  where  food  is  ])re])ared  or  stored  for  ])ur])oses  of  sale, 
and  it  is  again  pleasing  to  re])ort  an  a])])reciation  on  the  ])art  of 
traders  of  the  value  of  a “constant”  su])])ly  of  hot  water  for  all 
washing  j)ur})oses  as  distinct  from  a “sufficient”  su])ply,  and  also 
the  need  for  provision  of  refrigeration  equipment. 

The  numbers  of  food  premises  registered,  visited  and  subject  to 
informal  action  during  the  year  are  detailed  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Premises 

Number 

Registered 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Notices 

Serv^od 

Notices 

Com])lied  With 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

55 

171 

20 

31 

Butchers’  Shops 

58 

07 

3 

3 

Ice  Cream  Shops 

108 

309 

7 

7 

Restaurants,  etc. 

Nil 

137 

12 

9 

Other  Food  Prem. 

Nil. 

442 

40 

27 

Totals 

221 

1246 

01 

77 

Nineteen  applications  for  registration  of  premises  for  The  sale 
of  ice-cream’  under  section  14  of  the  Act  were  received  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  were  approved.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the 
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a])plicatioiis,  by  mutual  consent,  were  not  submitted  for  con- 
sideration until  the  slio])keeper  had  discussed  his  ])roposal  with 
the  Ijispector  for  the  ])articular  district  and  satislied  him  on  the 
arrangements  provided. 


A total  of  Ib.'l  sam]>les  of  ice-cream 
for  bacteriological  examination  at  the 
Newcastle  u])on  Tyne.  The  villages 
collected  and  their  ^radiim  are  shown 
attaining  grades  1 and  2 are  regarded 
im])rovenient  in  the  bacterial  ])urity 
clearly  by  the  following  comparison  : — 


was  taken  during  the  year 
Public  Health  Laboratory, 
at  which  the  sam])les  were 
in  table  form.  All  samples 
as  satisfactory.  The  steady 
of  this  confection  is  shown 


No.  of  samples 

No. 

Percentage 

Y ear 

taken 

satisfactory 

satisfactory 

1949 

194 

142 

73% 

1950 

1 55 

127 

«:;% 

1951 

1 m 

145 

8!)% 

(All  samples  submitted  to  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test) 

The  collection  of  sam))les  for  fat  analysis  instituted  in  1949  at 
the  recpiest  of  the  IMinistry  of  Food  was  continued  throughout  the 
year.  Uj)  to  and  including  the  month  of  IMarch  the  minimum 
re(piisite  fat  standard  was  2-0%.  The  standard  after  that  date 
was  raised  to  5%  by  the  PMod  [Standards  (Ice-cream)  Order,  1951. 

An  additional  81  sani])les  of  ice-cream  manufactured  within  the 
rural  district  v'cre  collected  for  this  ])ur])ose  and  examined  by 
I\Ir.  W.  Oordon  Carey,  Public  Analyst,  Newcastle  u])on  Tyne. 

esults,  which  were  forwarded  at  monthly  intervals  to  the  Ministry 
showed  71  samples  (87-()%)  to  be  above  the  minimum  hgure  and 
10  below. 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING  YEAR  1951. 
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Total  Metliylene  Rhio  Samples  . . . . . . . . K)*] 

4'otal  Fat  Conteiit  Samples  . . . . . . . , 81 
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Milk  Supply — Supervision. 


Altliougli,  as  nieiitionocl  in  tlie  last  annual  rej)ort,  control  of 
])roduction  of  milk  su])plios  is  the  concern  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  distribution  is  still  the  concern  of  the 
local  authority. 


Regular  ins])ections  of  dairies  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Ins])ectors  and  any  infringements  of  the  Regidations 
have  been  re])orted  to  those  concerned. 


A total  of  401)  milk  sam])les  was  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  Veai*  consisting  of  lOO  sani])les  of  raiv  milk,  which  were 
tested  for  keej)ing  ({uality  and  cleanliness,  243  sam})les  of  })asteurised 
and  sterilised  whicli  were  subjected  to  additional  tests  designed  to 
establish  the  elliciency  of  heat  treatment,  and  00  sam])les  taken 
for  detection  of  tubercle  !)acilli.  Arising  from  the  latter  examina- 
tion all  sam])les  ])rov(Hl  negative  with  the  exce])tion  of  four  which, 
because  of  tlie  deatli  of  tlie  guinea  j)ig  during  the  test,  were 
returned  as  inconclusive. 


On  those  occasions  when  raw  milk  sam])les  failed  to  satisfy  the 
])rescribed  tests  and  the  District  Ins})ectors  re])orted  favourably 
on  the  divStril)utors  ])remises  and  metliods  co])ies  of  the  bacteriol- 
ogist’s re])orts  were  forwarded  foi'  information  to  the  County  ]\Iilk 
Production  Officer  with  whom  full  and  friendly  co-o])eration  is 
maintained. 


Only  one  unsatisfactory  result  was  received  in  res])ect  of 
])asteurised  milk.  This  was  referred  to  the  County  Health 
]ns])ector,  by  whose  Authority  the  establishment  was  licensed. 
All  sampling  work  is  shown  in  the  table  overleaf. 


Under  the  Milk  (S])ecial  Designation)  Regulations  67  ])rincipal 
and  two  su])]ilementarv  licences  have  been  granted  authorising 
the  use  of  the  a])])ro])riate  designations  in  connection  with  the 
sale  of  milk  inside  the  boundaries  of  the  rural  district. 


Dining  the  course  of  the  year  331  insjiections  of  distributors 
])remises  were  made  and  17  informal  notices  served  in  res])ect  of 
infringements  of  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations.  In  all  cases 
ready  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  notices  wuis  obtained. 


MILK  SAMPLING. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  WATER  SUPPLY 

(Contributed  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor). 


S EVE  RAGE 

14ie  relieving  of  sewer  blockages,  raising  of  manholes  and 
general  maintenance  on  all  Public  Sewers  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  throughout  the  District,  together  with  considerable 
lengths  of  sewers  connecting  the  New  Housing  Sites  to  the  Sewer 
System. 

Lhe  following  additional  works  were  carried  out  : — 

Hokden.  a section  of  the  main  outfall  sewer  from  Horden 
down  the  (\)ast  Poad  colla])sed  due  to  some  chemical  reaction 
affecting  the  15"  ])re-cast  concrete  ])i])es.  This  whole  section 
was  relaid  in  15"  Glazed  Earthenware  Pi])es  which  seems  to 
have  obviated  the  cause  of  the  ])revious  collapse. 

Hawthorn.  A scheme  of  Converting  IVivies  to  Water  Borne 
System  was  carried  out  at  Hawthorn  Milage.  A total  of  27  No. 
])ro])erties  were  converted  and  connected  to  the  Public  Sewer 
System. 

Wingate.  A similar  scheme  of  lYivy  Conversions  was  carried 
out  at  Station  Cottages  and  Wellfield  Terrace  when  19  No. 
])ro])erties  were  connected  to  sewer  system. 

South  Hetton.  Serious  flooding  occurred  at  Hawthorn 
(\')ttages  and  adjoining  areas,  which  necessitated  the  design  and 
construction  of  a 4 feet  b inch  Pre-cast  Concrete  Culvert. 
H(‘cent  heavy  storms  have  ])roved  the  value  of  this  culvert  and 
eliminated  any  com])laints  of  flooding. 

Station  Town.  The  scheme  that  was  prepared  in  the  previous 
year  to  constiTict  a surface  water  drainage  scheme  to  eliminate 
flooding  has  now  been  com])leted,  which,  because  of  surcharging 
necessitated  the  re])lacing  of  a 12  inch  diameter  Surface  Water 
Sever  by  18  inch  diameter. 

Ha.sv*ell.  Schemes  are  noAv  ])re])ared  to  eliminate  serious 
flooding  in  the  Hessev'elle  Crescent  Area  of  Haswell. 

Eastngton  Colliery.  Considerable  reconstruction  of  Public 
Servers  has  been  necessary  due  to  Mining  Subsidence. 


Water  Supply. 

Daily  inspections  were  made  of  the  two  service  reservoirs,  one 
being  at  Thornley  and  the  other  at  HasvMl,  and  a regular  routine 
inspection  vtts  carried  out  on  all  the  private  properties  and 
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Council  houses  in  the  area  of  supply  of  the  Council,  and  the  practice 
of  washering  taps  and  ball  taps,  free  of  charge,  was  still  continued. 
The  position  with  regard  to  these  is  now  very  satisfactory. 

District  meters,  18  in  number,  are  read  weekly  and  consumptions 
are  recorded  on  graphs.  The  ])rivate  meters  in  the  area,  numbering 
148  are  read  quarterly,  of  the  total  of  148  meters,  137  are  the 
property  of  the  Council  and  are  su])plied  on  a (piarterly  rental 
payable  by  the  consumer. 

On  the  8th  October,  Ibol,  the  b inch  main  su])])lying  Thornley 
Reservoir  was  fractured  as  the  result  of  mining  sid)sidence. 
Repairs  were  ])ut  into  o])erati()n  immediately  and  no  interru])tion 
of  the  su])j)ly  was  occasioned.  Tlie  National  Coal  Board  acce])ted 
responsibility  for  tliis  and  the  Council  was  reimbursed  witli  the 
cost  of  the  repairs  and  for  the  water  that  went  to  w^aste. 

Tlie  water  mains  were  extended  to  serve  housing  develo])ment 
at  Station  Town  and  Hasv'cll  Idough,  tlie  lengths  being  40  yards 
and  70  yards  of  3 inch  main  res])ectively . 

The  ])ro])erties  in  »lames  Street,  Railway  Terrace,  Hawthorn 
Terrace,  and  South  Street,  South  Hetton,  were  ])rovided  with  a 
])iped  su])})ly  into  the  ])remises  by  tlie  National  Coal  Board, 
total  number  of  liouses  being  77.  Tlie  street  ta'|)S  that  originally 
served  these  ])ro])erties  have  been  removcHl. 

With  regard  to  the  su])])ly  of  soft  water  from  Biirnhope 
Reservoir,  J undei’stand  that  although  the  filtering  ])lant  is  still 
inconi])kTe,  a limited  quantity  of  water  is  being  discharged  into 
Mill  Hill  Reservoir,  Easington. 

In  Deaf  Hill  a section  of  2 inch  main  su])])lying  Rodwibl  Stri^et 
was  put  out  of  use  and  the  services  jireviously  connected  to  that 
main  were  transferred  to  a m^w  4 inch  main  that  was  laid  bv  this 
Council  some  time  ago. 

H aswell  Reservoir  was  eni])tied  and  thoroughly  cleaned  out 
on  11th  December,  IDol.  All  men  (engaged  on  this  work  were 
subject  to  a blood  test  before  being  allowed  to  enter  the  Reservoir. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(Coiitributecl  by  the  Cleansing  Superintendent) 

Tlie  year  became  one  of  incentive  and  bonus  and  both  were 
received  in  good  spirit.  Wliatever  tlie  changes  in  cleansing 
])rocedure  they  were  overshadowed  by  the  scramble  to  save 
wastepa])er. 


WASTErAPER. 

The  C'ouncil  launclied  a drive  for  the  recovery  of  wastepaper 
and  cardboard  with  every  enthusiasm  and  carefully  ])lanned 
])ropaganda  ke])t  the  temjx)  rising  for  the  whole  12  months. 

447  tons  sold  to  the  Board  i\Tills  realised  £6,226  10s.  2d.  almost 
the  ecpiivalent  of  a 6d.  rate.  Whilst  results  were  gratifying  there 
was  abundant  evidence  that  this  vital  raw  material  was  still  being 
])ut  into  the  dust  bin  or  on  to  the  lire.  It  is  here  that  credit  is 
due  to  the  dustman  who  by  ])ersonal  contact  with  the  house- 
holders ])roduced  armsful  of  waste])a])er  carefully  ])ut  away  under 
cushions  or  similar  hiding  ])laces.  Children  can  always  be  relied 
u})on  to  create  a little  bit  of  atmos])here  and  com])etitions  organ- 
ised resulted  in  increasing  the  district  tonnage.  Thanks  are  due 
to  all  who  assisted  in  this  direction  during  the  year. 

Beterlee. 

During  the  year  the  Council  extended  their  cleansing  service 
to  the  lirst  houses  in  the  new  town.  Modern  design  has  at  last 
assigned  a s])ecial  ])lace  for  the  dust  bin  by  the  provision  of  a 
recess,  conveniently  ])laced  and  slo])ed  to  allow  for  easy  clearing, 
and  which  also  gives  ])rotection  against  the  weather.  The  bins  are 
successfully  screened  and  this  adds  considerably  to  the  attractive 
layout  of  the  estate.  Consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  the 
stone  accumulations  left  from  coal  deliveries  as  these  unsightly 
and  weighty  hoa])s  should  not  be  allowed  to  spoil  the  carefully 
tended  surroundings. 

Until  such  times  as  the  roads  are  ado])ted  by  the  County  Council 
gullies  will  be  serviced  by  the  Council. 

Sweeping  of  streets  and  litter  removal  will  have  to  be  discussed 
with  a view  to  an  organised  service  being  applied. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

From  a survey  of  the  present  available  refuse  disposal  areas  it  is 
estimated  that  the  Council  has  10  years'  tipping  space.  This 
estimation  has  taken  into  account  the  expected  growth  of  the 
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new  town.  WhiLst  the  position  is  satisfactory  for  some  time  the 
Conncil  will  have  to  consider  what  methods  of  disposal  will  be 
most  suitable  ])articularly  as  the  N.C.B.  are  suggesting  filling  in  a 
number  of  deep  quarries  with  industrial  waste.  Tliis  suggestion 
may  extend  and  certain  ground  de])ressions  change  their  outline. 

Dust  Bins. 

The  Council’s  ett’ort  to  standardise  throughout  the  district 
has  been  liindered  by  the  order  to  cease  ])roduction  of  galvanised 
bins.  It  is  hoped  that  restrictions  will  ease  as  galvanised  dust  bins 
are  most  essential  if  satisfaction  is  to  be  given.  Tlie  25, 000  dust 
bins  handled  twice  per  week  are  of  reasonable  standard. 

The  Council  agreed  that  sup])lies  of  dust  bins  to  Council  houses 
be  the  concern  of  the  Cleansing  Department  and  since  the  1st 
Julv,  503  have  been  issued.  The  unserviceable  bin  is  collected  as 
salvage  and  where  lids  are  in  good  order  they  are  stored  and  when 
necessary  issued  again. 

During  the  year  the  Council  sold  200  dust  bins  to  owners  of 
private  and  business  ]iremises. 

County  Roads — Sweeping  and  Litter. 

Complaints  that  more  litter  and  less  sweeping  could  be  seen 
throughout  the  district  prom])ted  the  Council  to  examine  the 
position  and  res])onsibilities.  The  County  Council  doing  all  that 
was  possible  under  difficult  economic  circumstances,  suggested 
that  if  im])rovement  was  necessary  the  District  Council  should 
assist  as  a ])ublic  health  charge.  Fhiture  co-o])eration  in  this 
matter  is  being  sought  with  a view  to  better  service  where  it  is 
needed. 


Scrap  Metal  and  Other  Salvahle  Artfcles. 

Near  the  end  of  the  year,  following  an  appeal  by  the  Scraj) 
Survey  Authorities  the  Council  extended  their  Salvage  Sclieme 
and  included  metals,  rags,  bottles,  etc.  It  is  too  early  yet  to 
forecast  whether  the  collection  of  these  items  will  ])rove  worth- 
while as  markets  are  changing  frequently  and  jirices  fluctuating. 
The  public  have  been  advised  of  the  Council’s  intention  and  ])ress 
warnings  given  about  the  removal  of  articles  from  the  refuse 
disposal  areas,  as  an  offence  which  will  mean  prosecutioii. 

Sickness. 

S})ecific  action  taken  by  the  Council  with  regard  to  excessive 
])ayment  of  sickness  benefit  had  the  desired  result.  During  the 
year  there  was  a £500  dro])  in  the  amount  of  sickness  ])ayment  and 
further  reduction  in  time  lost  is  expected. 
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Domestic  and  1'kade  Refuse 

The  work  of  collection  aiid  (lis])o.sal  throughout  the  year  was 
carried  out  satisfactorily  aiul  only  the  accuniulation  of  stones 
caused  oc(^asional  delays  following  holiday  ])ei'iods. 


(Jenekal. 

As  envisaged  larger  ty])e  vehicles  successfully  o])erated  in  the 
urbanised  ])arts  of  the  district  to  sucli  a degree  that  further 
orders  are  contemplated.  These  vehicles  in  the  first  instance  will 
be  in  service  where  lai'ger  hauls  to  dis])osal  areas  are  necessary. 

'rhe  seiwice  is  essentially  cleansing  and  must  bear  some  relation- 
cleanliness,  therefore  the  highei- the  relationshi])  the  greater 
the  elficiencv. 


I wish  to  ex])ress  my  thanks  to  my  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  connnittee:  for  their  su])])ort  and  ])rogress  achieved  during  the 
year  and  to  tlu'  inside  and  outside  staffs  foi-  making  such  progress 
possible. 


♦ 


William  Barlow  & Son,  Ltd. 
West  Hartlepool 


